
Eternity & Life - Can I be 100% certain of getting into heaven? 
 

Yes! Entry to Heaven is a free gift offered to you by God, who loves you.  

   When you die, if God asks: “Why should I let you into My Heaven?” how would you 
answer? Perhaps something like: “I’ve been pretty good…I try to do good…”  
How would you know if you’ve been good enough? Unsure? Then read on…. 
 
God loves you. He isn’t cruel. He doesn’t want you to worry about 
something as important as entry into eternal life. He wants you to have the peace that 
comes from knowing that you will enter heaven after you die.  
He has given 5 simple facts to offer each person their choice to enter Heaven:  
 
1. Eternal life in heaven is a free gift! “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus…These things I 
have written, so that you may know that you will have eternal life.” Romans 6:23, 1John 5:13. 
God doesn’t lie. He says that you can know now that you’ll be in Heaven after you die – if you accept “the gift of God” (which is 
Jesus’s payment for all your sin, on the cross).  Since heaven is a gift, like any other gift, if you accept it, you didn’t pay for it. 
Heaven is a gift of faith given to you by the grace of God:  
     “By grace you are saved from hell for heaven through having faith in Christ; and that faith is not from you; that faith is a gift of 
God, so that you cannot boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.  
 
2. Why can no one earn entry into Heaven by being or doing good? Because we each rebel against God’s law. 
Disobeying it is called sin. This includes such things as lying, lusting, cheating, deceiving, thinking bad thoughts, and acting 
immorally. Because of our sin, we cannot save ourselves from hell. If you want to save yourself from hell by good deeds, do you 
know how good you would have to be?  The Bible says “to get into heaven we must be perfect, even as God in heaven is perfect.” 
Matthew 5:48.  
Are you perfect? No, right? Don’t feel bad; it’s great to know this. No one is perfect – so none of us can earn our way into 
heaven. However, in spite of our mistakes and sin… 

 
3. God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us for our sin... “I love you with an everlasting love.”  Jeremiah 31:3 
…but because God is also just, He must punish sin “The soul that sins shall die” Ezekiel 18:4.  
We have a problem. God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us, but because He is just, like any judge in any courtroom, it 
doesn’t matter what good the accused has done, there’s still the law which has been broken for which the guilty must be punished.   
 
4. God solved this problem for us. He came to Earth as a human… “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus)… 
the Word (Jesus) was God and became flesh and dwelt among us…” John 1:1,14 …then died Himself to pay for our 
sins: “we have each sinned… gone his own way, and the Lord has laid on Jesus the sin of us all” Isaiah 53:6. Jesus died to pay 
the penalty God demands for every one of our sins, in our past, present and future. Then He rose from the grave, proving that He is 
God. No leader or founder of any other faith died for people’s sins, nor rose to live again after dying. Only Jesus. 
 
5. Jesus’s gift (buying us eternal life in Heaven), must be accepted individually (like any other gift). It’s like 
a ticket someone buys you to an event. You decline, or accept it – and go. The gift of heaven is received by choosing to have faith 
that only Christ buys you entry to heaven, saving you from hell – that you can’t do it yourself, because you are imperfect.  
 
A religious membership, good works, or belief in God’s existence does not buy entry to heaven. 
Many wrongly think that their knowledge of God or because they occasionally pray to Him for help, or belong to a religion or 
religious family is the same as having faith that God give them entry to heaven: 
a) Faith in knowledge (believing facts) doesn’t save us from hell. For example, some may say “I believe in God,” and think this 
belief will get them into Heaven. But the Bible says that the devil believes in God’s existence and the devil will spend eternity in hell. 
b) Temporary faith is trusting God when confronted with a financial, family or physical crisis. It’s good to trust God for such help, 
but this type of faith focuses only on short term things and doesn’t assure us of heaven. 
c) Saving faith is the only form of faith and the only way to accept Jesus’s gift and gain entry to heaven. It 
means that we sincerely trust in Jesus alone for eternal life, not relying upon ourself to be ‘good enough’, nor believe that we can 
earn entry in some other after-life: “Believe and trust the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved…he that believes in Me will have 
everlasting life.” (Acts 16:31 and John 6:47) 



If you go to court, guilty of a traffic infringement and admit your guilt, you’d never expect the judge to ‘let you off’ because you 
do other good things in life; the infringement still stands and you must pay for it. Yet, many believe that our Eternal Judge (God), 
would be that absurdly illogical and not exact a penalty for breaking a rule. Most people don’t know all the sins they commit against 
God – such as impatience, gossip, white lies. The penalty for human sin against God requires a God-sized payment, made by a 
human which He became: God became a human sacrifice for human sin, for us.  

God isn’t pushy. He made the payment in full, offers the gift and lets each decide. The Bible explains: “You are saved 
from hell, if you believe…that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose on the third day.” (1 Corinthians 
15:1–4). Just belief; no rituals or work required. Isn’t that great news? 

All religions’ leaders speak highly of Jesus. None call Him a liar, yet Jesus said that he is God and the only way to 
Heaven: “I and the Father are one; “if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father… I am the way, truth, and life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” (emphasis added; John 10:30, 14:6,9) 

What do you want? Heaven will be fabulous, with no pain, hatred, death or sin. The Bible reveals heaven as a place of 
creative, untiring joyful activity (Revelation 21:1–7).  In contrast, hell is permanent separation from God - the source of all good 
things. Jesus said that hell is a terrible ‘outer darkness’ (Matthew 8:12).  

Your choice Jesus is here, as you read this -- inviting you to accept His gift. Please do so, right now – because who knows if 
you’ll be alive tomorrow?  Only you choose where you’ll spend eternity. If you choose to not decide, you’ve still made a decision to 
reject Jesus and heaven.  When you accept his gift of paying in full for all your sins, you will have 100% assurance of being in 
heaven. You will also receive the Holy Spirit, who will help you make wise decisions and lead a God-directed life for the rest of life. 
When you follow Jesus, this begins a relationship on earth that continues for eternity. If you’d like, you can tell Him something like 
this, right now: 

“God, I’ve sinned. Thank You for coming to earth as the man Jesus, living a perfect life and dying to pay for all my sins. I 
believe that You rose from the grave, defeating death and proving that you are God. I accept your gift of eternal life in heaven. 
Help me to understand and follow You. Amen.” 

An objection 

Some believe that it’s wrong for God to let a really bad person – like a terrorist, serial murderer or child molester – into 
heaven, if that vile person also accepts Jesus Christ as his or her savior. How can a good God allow such evil into a 
perfect heaven, for all eternity? 

The answer is that God is trustworthy and will judge each person perfectly and fully, since He knows every thought, word 
and action each person does throughout his or her life. And the Bible assures us that God will give rewards for good 
done on earth, to be enjoyed in heaven.  

So, anyone who does more good while on earth will enjoy the fruit of this for all eternity. The good work doesn’t gain 
entry into heaven, but will result in more rewards from God. Similarly, someone who led an evil life here and later 
accepted Christ will gain entry to heaven, but not have done good deeds to enjoy as rewards in eternity. 

For more on this, read the flyer Should God let “Bad” Christians into heaven? on Sheriffnet’s Empower Spirit page. Or 
email the chaplain and ask for it to be emailed to you. God can be trusted as our ultimate, fair judge! 

Source: The Holy Bible 


